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Next Generation TOEFL
Overview

• Assesses all four language skills
– Listening
– Speaking new
– Reading
– Writing
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– Writing

• Next generation TOEFL = TOEFL iBT

• Internet-based test (iBT) 

• Emphasizes integrated skills

• Measures ability to communicate in an 
academic setting



Why the Change?
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Why the Change?



TOEFL-iBT

Why the changes were made?

���� Higher Education needs

���� High score & low capability
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���� High score & low capability

���� Proficiency accuracy

���� New technology available

���� Redefined testing purposes



What are the changes?

� Real communication

�

TOEFL-iBT
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� Integrated tasks

� Information deduction

� Logic evaluation

� Production skills



How do the changes impact students?

� Study preparation

TOEFL-iBT
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� Study preparation

� Test taking strategy

� Computer skills



Five Main Skills

1. Paraphrasing

2. Summarizing
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3. Synthesizing

4. Computer

5. Note - taking



From a Chinese Participant in 
the TOEFL iBT Field Study  

“In Speaking and Writing, test-takers 

have to understand not only what is 

said, but also identify theme and 

logical argument before answering 
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logical argument before answering 

questions… 

…This may impose challenges to the 

test guide classes that aim to help 

achieve high scores in a few months.”



TOEFL iBT 
Impact on learning

• Focus more on communication

• Focus on all four skills, especially 
speaking

• Focus on integrated tasks 
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• Focus on integrated tasks 

• Focus on these additional skills:
– Paraphrasing

– Summarizing

– Synthesizing



TOEFL iBT Listening Section
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TOEFL iBT Listening Section
Overview

• 4 - 6 lectures; some with classroom 
discussion
– 3-5 minutes long

– Each has 6 questions

• 2 - 3 conversations of 2+ speakers
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• 2 - 3 conversations of 2+ speakers
– 3 minutes – 12 to 25 exchanges

– Each has 5 questions

• A variety of English accents

• Time: 60 - 90 minutes 

• Score scale: 0 - 30



TOEFL iBT Listening Section
Question types

• Basic understanding questions

• Connecting information 
questions
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questions

• Pragmatic understanding 
questions
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TOEFL iBT Listening Section
What’s different?

• Longer, more authentic conversations 
and lectures

• Note taking allowed, but not 
necessary to do well on the test

• Introduction of additional native 
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• Introduction of additional native 
English accents

• Measuring pragmatic understanding
– Speaker’s attitude

– Speaker’s degree of certainty

– Speaker’s purpose or motivation

• Introduce asides and digressions



TOEFL iBT Speaking Section
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TOEFL iBT Speaking Section
Overview

• 2 independent tasks about familiar topics
– Responses based on personal experience

• 4 integrated tasks
– 2 Reading/Listening/Speaking tasks
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– 2 Reading/Listening/Speaking tasks

– 2 Listening/Speaking tasks

– Responses based on what was read and heard

– Academic and campus-based material

– Short listening and reading material, so note 
taking may not be necessary

• Time: 20 minutes



Question type 1
Independent Speaking Task

• Task 2 sample
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Question type 2
Integrated Speaking

• Listening/speaking 

– 20 seconds to prepare; 60 seconds to 
respond

– One task campus-based; one task 
classroom-based
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classroom-based

�Task 5: Problem/solution task

– Task 6: Summary task



Integrated Speaking Task
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Integrated Speaking Task
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Question type 3 
Integrated Speaking

• Reading/listening/speaking 

– 30 seconds to prepare; 60 seconds to 
respond

– One task campus-based; one task 
classroom-based
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classroom-based

– Task 3: Fit and explain task

�Task 4: General/specific task
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How Speaking Responses are 
Evaluated

• Ratings are 0 - 4 from integrated 
speaking rubric
– Converted to a score of 0 - 30 for speaking

• Test takers rated on:
– Topic development (especially for 
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– Topic development (especially for 
integrated tasks) 

– Delivery

– Language use

• ETS-trained human raters evaluate 
responses via ETS Online Scoring 
Network.



TOEFL iBT Reading Section
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TOEFL iBT Reading Section
Overview

• 3 - 5 passages from academic texts
– Approximately 700 words long

– Followed by 12 to 14 questions for each 
reading passage

– Time: 60 – 100 minutes
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– Time: 60 – 100 minutes

• 3 categories of readings based on 
author purpose
– Exposition

– Argumentation

– Historical biographical narrative

• Score scale: 0 - 30
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TOEFL iBT Reading Section 
What’s different?

• Longer passages 
– Includes multiple-focus passages (e.g., 
cause/effect, compare/contrast)

• New question types 
– Categorize information by filling in chart 
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– Categorize information by filling in chart 
or completing summary

– Paraphrasing

• Glossary feature to define low-
frequency words

• Easy-to-use review feature 



TOEFL iBT Writing Section
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TOEFL iBT Writing Section
Overview

• Two tasks

– Integrated writing task 

– Independent writing task
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– Independent writing task



Integrated Writing Task

• Read a short essay (230 - 300) 
words – 3 minutes 

• Listen to speaker discussing the 
same topic – 2 minutes
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same topic – 2 minutes

• Write a response of 150 - 225 
words or more

• 20 minutes to respond
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Independent Writing Task

•Write essay that states, explains 
and supports an opinion on an 
issue

• Effective essay approx. 300 words
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• Effective essay approx. 300 words

• 30 minutes to prepare, write and 
revise



How Writing Responses are 
Evaluated

• Independent writing rubric
– Development of ideas

– Organization

– Quality and accuracy of language used 

• Integrated writing rubric
– Quality of writing
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– Quality of writing

– Completeness and accuracy of response

• ETS-trained human raters evaluate 
responses via ETS Online Scoring Network 
(no e-rater for official test, only used on practice test)

• Ratings are 0 - 5 from independent writing 
rubric

– Converted to a score of 0 - 30 for writing



TOEFL iBT Scores
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TOEFL iBT Scores  

The score report will contain:

• Four skill scores   
– Reading 0 - 30

– Listening 0 - 30
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– Speaking  0 - 30 

– Writing 0 - 30

• A total score: 0 – 120

30 + 30 + 30 + 30 = 120



TOEFL iBT
Improved score reporting

• Online score reporting for test takers 
and institutions

– Scores viewable 15 business days after 
test

– Paper score reports also mailed
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– Paper score reports also mailed

• Performance feedback on test taker 
score reports

– Suggestions for improvement provided in 
the future to support learning



TOEFL iBT Summary
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Comparing the TOEFL iBT and 
TOEFL ITP

TOEFL ITP TOEFL iBT

Skills tested Reading

Listening

N/A

N/A

Reading

Listening

Speaking

Writing
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Note-taking allowed

Integrated tasks

No

No

Yes

Yes

Total time

Total score scales

2 hours

310 – 677 

4.0 hours

0 - 120


